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Lincoln Chamber of Commerce Members:

Thank you for the honor and pleasure of serving as your Chairman in 2011. I anticipated it was going to be an exciting year but I’m not sure I 
appreciated the extent of what we were to experience.  

Starting the year with Steve Forbes as keynote at our annual meeting set the appropriate tone.  What a great event.  The year that followed lived 
up to Mr. Forbes’ free enterprise rallying cry.

We stayed busy and provided leadership on several key projects such as CIR reform, the Talent & Innovation package of legislative bills, the 
Guardians of Freedom Airshow, funding for roads, Nebraska Innovation Campus, and another sold-out Federal Fly-Back event in Ashland. 

The Chamber is perpetual motion – always on the move and always working on something to help improve our community. We even managed 
to develop a new program to support internships. TalentLNK helped 30 employers and over 100 interns get better acquainted with Lincoln and 
hopefully encourage them to stay in our great city. 

I’m proud to have been a part of keeping Lincoln’s momentum going.  You can just look at the Lincoln skyline in the now famous crane photo 
commissioned by the Chamber to see the progress.

We are fortunate to have a great professional staff and actively engaged members and leaders. We are well respected as business advocates 
in Nebraska among elected officials and in our collation with the Omaha and State Chambers.  Our program is well respected nationally as 
evidenced by our nomination as a finalist for the National Chamber of the Year.

Thank you for sharing your talents and ideas through the many Chamber committees to ensure Lincoln’s Star continues to rise.  

Sincerely,

 

Tonn M. Ostergard 
2011 Chair

a Look back...
tonn ostergarD, crete carrier corp.

2011 chair
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What a wonderful time to be in Lincoln, Nebraska.

It seemed every week in 2011 brought a new success 
story for Lincoln businesses, a new national ranking for 
our city or a new crane dotting the Lincoln skyline.  We 
are experiencing a very positive period in our history, 
one that we will be able to look back to with pride as 
future generations enjoy our great community.

We are extremely proud of our accomplishments in 
2011.  We recognize the amount of work that has 
been undertaken by people throughout the city to 
make these visions a reality.  So to everyone involved 
in creating new economic opportunity, thank you for 
all of your hard work and dedication.

Lincoln is a shining star among cities.  We continue 
to be among the top metropolitan areas in the 
United States in low unemployment rates We reached 
a record number of total jobs in October of this 
year, surpassing even our prerecession levels.  Our 
Lincoln employers continue to add workers, choosing 
to expand in Lincoln instead of other domestic or 
international sites.  They are continuing to credit 
Lincoln and Nebraska’s pro-growth environment and 

our availability of talented workers as prime reasons 
for these expansions.  Our residents continue to feel 
great about themselves as evidenced by our No. 2 
ranking in Gallup’s Wellness Index released last 
Spring.

During 2011, we had major expansions at Duncan 
Aviation, World’s Foremost Bank, Sysco, Molex, 
Nelnet, Kawasaki, Plastics Companies Enterprises, 
and Stanley Security Solutions, among others.  
Additionally, we saw the formation of Nebraska 
Global which promises to bring huge returns in the 
development of new technology-based companies 
through its successful 2011 capital venture formation, 
large public and private financial commitments to 
Innovation Campus, and continued focus on the 
redevelopment of Lincoln Airpark.

This year has the promise of even greater success 
as we press forward towards the completion of the 
new Pinnacle Bank Arena, the associated arena 
developments, Innovation Campus development 
and a number of new hotel, retail and medical 
facility developments.  We will continue to focus our 
efforts on the retention and attraction of talent to 

our community so that our businesses remain on the 
cutting edge of innovation and will continue to make 
entrepreneurship a major priority.  And as always, 
jobs will remain the top priority of the Partnership in 
2012 and into the future.

Our organization is a model towards which other 
communities strive.  The Lincoln Partnership for 
Economic Development is a public-private partnership 
in every sense of the word.  The public and private 
sectors share responsibility for management, 
financing and strategic direction.  We are experiencing 
interest in the organization reaching new record 
levels of investors and private sector funding.  We are 
also pleased that a new three-year agreement was 
approved in 2011 between the Lincoln Chamber 
Economic Development Corporation and the City 
of Lincoln that extends this partnership well into the 
decade.

We recognize that none of this is possible without 
each of you serving as champions of Lincoln.  We 
have become the can-do community of the Midwest.  
Help us keep that momentum moving forward into 
2012.

a Look back...
Joann martin, ameritas LiFe insurance corp. 

chris beutLer, mayor oF LincoLn

2011 co-chairs

Sincerely, 

JoAnn Martin   Chris Buetler 
Co-Chair   Co-Chair

Dear LPED Partners,
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It’s been an incredible year in Lincoln. We are in the midst of a transformation; a new 

skyline, Pinnacle Bank Arena, Innovation Campus, Antelope Valley and  downtown 

redevelopment projects from east to west. Lincoln has embraced change and is writing 

the next chapter in its history.  

The Lincoln Chamber of Commerce is a coalition of businesses and industry that work 

in partnership with local civic organizations and government agencies to improve 

the standard of living and create economic opportunity for all Lincoln area residents.

Whether it’s new jobs, new streets, new recreational facilities, new or improved visitor 

attractions or special events, chances are the Chamber has played a positive role in the 

daily life of every person in Lincoln.

Our initiatives are promoted through strong partnerships. The Lincoln Partnership for 

Economic Development is a private-public organization formed by the Chamber and 

the City to promote job growth and retention in the region. The Lincoln Convention 

and Visitors Bureau is an organization funded by Lancaster County lodging taxes to 

promote tourism opportunities for the region.

Over the next few pages, you will find a timeline of all of the great accomplishments 

and noteworthy changes that happened in 2011.  It is amazing to see these important 

events that are changing Lincoln’s landscape. 

Lincoln received a jolt of good news when it was announced 

that the U.S. Navy Blue Angels would be returning for the 

2011 Guardians of Freedom Airshow.

Representatives of the Blue Angels, the Nebraska Air 

National Guard and Nebraska Gov. Dave Heineman 

joined Chamber leaders for the announcement.  The year 

would mark the first time that the Blue Angels appeared in 

Lincoln since 2006.  

u.s. navy bLue angeLs 
announceD LincoLn on 
2011 scheDuLe
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A great Nebraska company,  World’s Foremost Bank 

announced a facility expansion in order to meet its 

growing business needs. World’s Foremost Bank is 

part of Nebraska-based Cabela’s and is headquarted 

in Lincoln. The company broke ground on the 

40,000-square-foot addition in the spring of 2011 

and expects to  be completed by spring 2012. The 

addition will accommodate up to 400 new employees. 

WorLD’s Foremost bank 
announceD  
FaciLity expansion

15th U.S. hotSpot for YoUng, talented WorkerS – next cities
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Forbes Media Chairman and Editor in Chief of Forbes 

Magazine, Steve Forbes was the keynote speaker for the 

Lincoln Chamber Annual Lunch. The event had record 

setting attendance of over 800 Chamber members.  

Lincoln was included in several Forbes rankings throughout 

2011:

#9 – Cleanest Cities in the U.S.

#8 - Best Places for Business & Careers

#9 – in Cost of Doing Business 

#10 - The Best Cities for Jobs

#9 – Most Livable City in America

steve Forbes heaDLineD  
chamber’s annuaL Lunch

8th BeSt placeS for BUSineSS & careerS – Forbes
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The Lincoln Airport Authority, in cooperation with 

the Lincoln Partnership for Economic Development, 

completed work on a master plan for modernization 

and development of its industrial park. This plan, 

focusing on both short and long term growth and job 

development will provide the Authority with a good 

guideline to develop the park for the benefit of the 

community.

The Airpark is part of the Lincoln Airport.  The park has 

infrastructure, rail service and potential development 

land.  The site selection consultants hired through 

the partnership of the organizations identified that 

the availability of “shovel ready” sites in the Lincoln 

area that had rail availability was a hindrance in job 

creation activities.

The Partnership is working with the Airport Authority 

and the City of Lincoln on developing a long-term 

strategy using the development plan as a guide.

LincoLn airpark 
DeveLopment pLan 
reLeaseD

SAE International announced in 2012 that the Formula SAE (FSAE) California will be relocated 

to Lincoln Airpark. The event will be renamed Formula SAE Lincoln.

The change in venue was made, in part, because the new site offers excellent space and 

facility features. Lincoln Airpark has 90 continuous acres of concrete that will easily house all 

of the FSAE courses, team paddocks and support facilities. The size and quality of the site also 

provides the flexibility to revise the FSAE layout to improve the event courses, provide better 

team support and accommodate future growth. 

Formula SAE® is a student design competition organized by SAE International. . Each student 

team designs, builds and tests a prototype based on a series of rules whose purpose is both to 

ensure onsite event operations and promote clever problem solving.

LincoLn cvb aWarDeD contract For sae 
coLLegiate Design series
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Nebraska High School Swimming and Diving Championships 

were held at the Bob Devaney Sports Center at the University 

of Nebraska-Lincoln. Over 3,000 fans cheered on all of the 

participants and three new  NSAA records were set at the 

2011 championships.

nsaa sWimming & Diving 
championships heLD in 
LincoLn 

When people discuss their reasons for attending the University of Nebraska or moving to Lincoln. Many times, 

it was based on experiences those people had attending events in the capital city while they were in one of the 

many Nebraska high schools across the state.  Lincoln is the hub of Nebraska secondary schools activities.

The Nebraska School Activities Association State High School Basketball Tournaments continue to be a big 

part of Lincoln The girls tournament was March 3-5 and the boys was March 10-12. Girls Basketball had 48 

teams participate and over 51,000 fans attend the tournament. The boys tournament had almost 94,000 

fans and 48 teams competing for the championships.

basketbaLL championships attracteD state 
spectators
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On March 18, Duncan Aviation announced an expansion for its Lincoln operation. 

The expansion will add a new paint facility with 45,000 square feet to the existing 

440,000-square-foot facility located on the east side of the Lincoln Airport. The new 

paint structure, costs roughly $10.5 million to build, will allow input of some of the 

largest business aircraft in use today, including Gulfstream’s 550, Bombardier’s Global 

Express and Dassault’s Falcon 7X. 

The City of Lincoln is assisting by moving a large water main which would have been 

directly underneath the new hangar facility. This expansion is the first use of the City’s 

Fast Forward Fund, which was created with Chamber support in 2009 to assist primary 

employers with infrastructure improvements. 

“This is a great example of the importance of having these economic development 

tools to attract investment and create jobs,” Lincoln Mayor Chris Beutler said.

Duncan Aviation-Lincoln employs roughly 1,100 employees  and nearly 1,900 

worldwide.  The company is one of the leading organizations supporting the aviation 

needs of business jet operators.

Duncan aviation expansion First to 
beneFit From city Fast ForWarD FunD

3rd – tranSportation infraStrUctUre  – u.s. chamber oF commerce
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26top 10 citY for college gradS – LivabiLity.com

For the fourth annual YPG Awards Lunch held on April 26, Governor Dave Heineman and Mayor Chris Buetler both 

commended Lincoln’s group for being an active and influential part of the community.

The group recognized standout professionals for the work they do for the city, the organization, and the entire state. 

2011 YPG Chair Stacy Brass handed out the awards to the following winners:

Young Professional of the Year 
Tom Beckius, Apples Way Development

Corporate Ovation Award 

Cline, Williams, Wright, Johnson & Oldfather, LLP

2011 YPG Statewide Award 

Connecting Young Nebraskans

Four Under Forty Awards 

Rebecca Morrow, Waddell & Reed 

Olivia Heidinger, Eakes Office 

Sam Eckhardt, Union Bank & Trust Company 

Jessica Kennedy, NRC

LincoLn’s ypg honoreD outstanDing young 
proFessionaLs at annuaL Lunch
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The Nebraska School Activities Association State High 

School Basketball Tournaments return to Lincoln The girls 

tournament was March 3-5 and the boys is March 10-

12. Girls Basketball had 48 teams particapate and over 

51,000 fans attend the tournament. The boys tournament 

had almost 94,000 fans and 48 teams competing for the 

championships.

Lincoln’s tradition in hosting these activities is a big part of 

people’s lives across our state. This experience, coupled 

with playing at the University of Nebraska, is a big part 

of our goal of keeping state tournaments in Lincoln for 

years to come.

state girL’s anD boys 
basketbaLL championships

In May, Lincoln welcomed the Nebraska State High School 

Baseball Championships. Sixteen teams qualified for the 

tournament bringing over 6,000 spectators to Hawks Field 

at Haymarket Park, Den Hartog Field and Sherman Field. 

State tournaments continue to be a focal point of the Lincoln 

Convention and Visitors Bureau and are an important part 

of this community’s economy both from a direct impact and 

from the indirect benefit of bringing those students to the 

community after gradution.

teams traveLeD to LincoLn 
For state basebaLL

9th – MoSt livaBle citY in aMerica  – Forbes 
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Innovation and technology are two cornerstones on which Lincoln will build 

its next generation economy.  They are also a significant part of the Lincoln 

Chamber of Commerce’s economic development strategy.

The Chamber once again partnered with the University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

and Gov. Dave Heineman to continue to build the required infrastructure for a 

technology and innovation-based economy.  Gov. Heineman led the effort for a 

one-time investment of $25 million to accelerate the initial development of the 

University of Nebraska’s Innovation Campus

The funding from the state will be used to kick start development and was the 

impedance for securing an additional $15 million in private sector philanthropy 

and $40 million from private development sources.  An announcement was 

held at the site of the former State Fairgrounds in which the elected officials 

and university officials celebrated the commitment of $80 million to Innovation 

Campus.  The State Fair was moved in 2009 to make way for the development.

The new campus is seen as a critical component to our economic future. With the 

move to the Big Ten, the University of Nebraska has an outstanding opportunity 

to significantly increase student enrollment, expand its rapidly growing research 

base and develop public-private partnerships that will increase job opportunities 

in Lincoln.

$80 miLLion committeD to 
innovation campus

CIR reform was one of the toughest issues in which the Lincoln Chamber 

was engaged during the 2011 session of the Nebraska Unicameral. 

The Chamber CIR Coalition (Lincoln, Omaha and Nebraska Chambers) 

worked collaboratively to make this bill a reality. LB 397 represents a 

compromise that met objectives for comprehensive and meaningful 

reform. It gives elected leaders real cost containment and will get a better 

assessment and accounting for what taxpayers are providing in the form 

of the total compensation package, including benefits and health care. The 

bill continues to preserve collective bargaining and protect public workers.

The Chamber Coalition was invaluable to see real reform during the 

session. Gov. Dave Heineman was a champion for real reform, without 

whom is could not have been accomplished. Speaker Mike Flood, Senator 

Tony Fulton, and Senator Steve Lathrop were some of the key legislative 

players that made CIR reform a reality.

chamber coLLaborateD For 
meaningFuL cir reForm

8th– acadeMic reSearch & developMent intenSitY – u.s. chamber
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Many experts predict that future economies will be built on howhow talented the people are that make 

up its workforce.

Nebraska took a huge step in making sure it will be ready for the future.  The Lincoln Chamber of 

Commerce embraced, supported and helped pass key legislation introduced by Nebraska Gov. Dave 

Heineman that focuses on keeping our best and brightest in the state and creating an innovative and 

entrepreneurial culture.

The Talent and Innovation Initiative (TI2) was a series of bills designed to make sure Nebraska 

remained competitive in today’s global environment.  The overall program included a new fund 

for speculative building and site development, a bill that helped Nebraska businesses fund intern 

positions and an angel investment tax credit to encourage more risk capital in high-growth industries.

Additionally, the bill produced the Nebraska Innovation Act which provides grants for federal 

research funding application and execution, prototyping of new products, commercialization of new 

products and grants for businesses engaged in research with Nebraska higher education institutions.  

Additionally, there is funding for organizations that provide assistance for small businesses.

The Lincoln Chamber has historically been at the forefront of innovation initiatives including the TI2 

bills and well as the Research and Development Tax Credit and funding for Innovation Campus.

governor heineman signeD taLent & 
innovation biLLs

10th – aMerica’S top State for BUSineSS in 2011 – cnbc
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Today’s college graduates are smart, results-oriented, 

and bring indispensable skills to the workplace. TalentLNK 

is a new program offered by the Lincoln Chamber of 

Commerce. The goal of the program is to keep these 

talented future workers in Lincoln.

With a series of five weekly events in June including a 

kickoff event, interns networked with peers and discovered 

why Lincoln is the perfect place to live, work and play. 

over 100 interns & 30 
companies participateD in 
taLentLnk’s inauguraL year

Mary Lindenstein Walshok, Ph.D., Associate Vice Chancellor 

and Dean of the Extension Division of the University 

of California, San Diego, addressed over 300 Lincoln 

Partnership for Economic Development investors and 

community leaders about workforce development and its 

importance to Economic Development efforts at the Lincoln 

Partnership for Economic Development’s Annual Breakfast.

Walshok is the author of more than 100 articles and reports 

on regional innovation, the role of research institutions in regional economies 

and workforce development and is considered to be one of the key thought 

leaders on the subject matter of aligning workforce development and regional 

economic growth.

Mark Hesser was presented an award for his long-standing dedication and 

participation in Lincoln’s economic development efforts. Involved in many 

areas, Hesser served as the President of the Lincoln Partnership for Economic 

Development board in 2009-2010.

WaLshok heaDLineD economic 
DeveLopment breakFast
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The Lincoln Chamber of Commerce was named first runner-

up for Chamber of the Year by the American Chamber of 

Commerce Executives (ACCE).    

Each year chambers are honored with ACCE’s Chamber of 

the Year designation, recognizing excellence in operations, 

member services and community leadership. Applications 

are reviewed and scored by a committee of seasoned 

chamber executives and former Chamber of the Year 

winners. The Lincoln Chamber competed against its peers 

in the highest level, based on total income.

Being named a finalist for Chamber of the Year validates 

the hard work of the Chamber staff, the board of directors, 

and the many outstanding volunteers and community 

supporters.

LincoLn chamber nameD 
chamber oF the year 
FinaList

FINALIST

6th – the BeSt citieS for JoBS – Forbes
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neWport spoke at FeDeraL 
LegisLative summit

The Lincoln Chamber worked jointly with the Omaha, 

State and Bellevue Chambers to host one of the premier 

Public Policy events of the year. The Lincoln Chamber 

along with businesses, the community, and elected 

leaders from across the State, met with the entire federal 

delegation to learn about top issues affecting our nation. 

The featured luncheon keynote speaker was Frank M. 

Newport, Ph.D., Editor in Chief of the world renowned 

Gallup Poll. Dr. Newport has managed and analyzed the 

most respected and longest running continuous monitor 

of American public opinion. He reports regularly for 

Gallup.com, USA Today, NPR, CNBC, and other media 

organizations. He is the author of Polling Matters: Why 

Leaders Must Listen to the Wisdom of the People.

kaWasaki expanDeD With neW raiL 
car testing FaciLity anD track 

Lincoln Mayor Chris Beutler, Nebraska Gov. Heineman and Wendy 

Birdsall, president of the Lincoln Chamber and the Partnership helped 

Kawasaski celebrate the unveiling of its new rail car testing facility and 

track.  The facility was the newest addition to the large Kawasaki campus 

in northwest Lincoln.

The rail car sector of Kawasaki’s business portfolio has steady growth. 

With over 500  of the plant’s 2,000 workers dedicated to manufacturing 

rail-car production, the opening of the new testing facility created the 

opportunity for additional contracts, helping secure jobs well into the 

decade. The rail car facility assembles several different types of rail 

cars including subway, commuter and standard passenger rail cars.  

Kawasaki has had several major contracts to produce cars, the most 

recent being the Metro contract in Washington D.C. that will produce 

cars until 2016.

Members of Kawasaki’s executive team, invited guests and media were 

given the opportunity to ride on the M8 rail car during the ribbon cutting. 

1St MoSt fiScallY fit citY in aMerica – men’s heaLth
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innovation connect - a coLLaboration 
oF inDustry anD research

The Lincoln Partnership for Economic Development helped organize a new industry 

group in Lincoln.  The group is an industry-led effort to initiate collaboration between 

businesses and university researchers. Innovation Connect is focused on making new 

linkages and the eventual creation of partnerships.   Meetings are intended to create 

dialogue about ongoing innovation, business challenges, new products in development, 

and possible applications of research.

Three Lincoln manufacturing and engineering related businesses began meeting with 

representatives from the Partnership, UNL Office of Research and NUtech Ventures.  

Industry organizers of the group included Bison, SourceOne, Lincoln Industries and 

Duncan Aviation.  The membership represents 18 manufacturing firms and 7 non-profit 

organizations.

Innovation Connect is a direct response to this need, growing Lincoln’s economy 

through innovation.  Outcomes like new products, entry into new markets and long 

term sustainable job growth in Lincoln is the long-term goal.

scca championships heLD at LincoLn airpark

The Lincoln Convention and Visitors Bureau has positioned the community as a hub for motor sports.  One of the most 

significant of these events took place in 2011.

The Sports Car Club of America  held the Tire Rack® SCCA® Solo® National Championships at the Lincoln Airport. The 

event, which annually attracts more than 1,200 competitors to crown National Championships in each of the Solo classes, has 

been held at the Lincoln Airport since 2009.  Plans are to continue the event, which organizers consider a tremendous success 

because of the airport facilities and the support of the community.

The airport has the space to layout the event in a safe yet challenging configuration.
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september

navy & airshoW  Week procLaimeD by 
governor

chamber honoreD eight stanD-outs 
at ceLebrate business

The Chamber held its 16th Annual Celebrate Business Awards Lunch and eight 

Lincoln businesses and individuals were honored for their success and service 

to the community. Over 700 people attended the event which highlighted the 

accomplishments of the 2011 award winners.

Burnham Yates Citizenship 
Award
Duane Acklie

Roger T. Larson Community 
Builder Award
Brad Korell, Olsson Associates

Cornerstone Award
Black Hills Energy

Entrepreneurial Spirit Award
Nebraska Global

Green Business of the Year
State Farm Insurance Companies

Tourism Development Award
Smith Collection Museum of American 

Speed

Manufacturer of theYear
IMSCORP

Small Business of the Year
Three Pillars Media

Nebraska Gov. Dave Heineman kicked off a weeklong celebration in Lincoln and Omaha with a 

proclamation designating Sept. 6-11 as Navy Week at a press conference and ceremony at the 

Nebraska State Capitol.

Navy Week was scheduled this year in conjunction with the Guardians of Freedom Airshow 

2011. The airshow featured the Navy Flight Demonstration Team, “Blue Angels.” The Blue Angels 

performance was designed to show residents the vital role the Navy plays in the defense of the 

nation and in their daily lives.
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4th BeSt place to raiSe a faMilY – chiLDren’s heaLth magazine

After years of planning a city-wide community campaign and 

months of construction designs, Lincoln finally saw dirt move 

for the new Pinnacle Bank Arena. The $179 million arena 

project was approved by voters in May 2010, and is expected 

to open in the fall of 2013.  UNL basketball will be the main 

tenant of the 470,400-square-foot facility, which can hold 

nearly 15,000 fans for Husker hoops.

Leaders turning the first shovel of dirt included: 

Gov. Dave Heineman, Lincoln Mayor Chris Beutler, UNL 

Chancellor Harvey Perlman, Nick Cusick and Wendy Bridsall 

representing the Chamber as well as members of the 

construction and design teams and the Joint Public Agency 

overseeing construction

community gathereD For 
historic arena grounD 
breaking
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Lincoln was home to one of the largest spectator events in its 

history when the Guardians of Freedom Airshow took place 

at the Lincoln Airport. The show was recognized nationally 

with the Dick Schram Memorial Community Relations Award 

of Excellence. The event drew well over 200.000 spectators 

and generated millions of economic impact for Lincoln. 

over 200,000 spectators 
attenDeD aWarD-Winning  
airshoW

5th BeSt place to live in aMerica – area vibes 
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The Women’s Professional Rodeo Association World Finals made the Lancaster Event Center 

home. In its second year in Lincoln, the number of competitors continue to climb and exceed 

expectations with well over 1,000 participants.

The Lancaster Event Center’s central location and phenomenal facility, including great ground 

for barrel racing, creates an atmosphere that features world class talent in an exciting Finals 

format.

Women’s pro roDeo association came to 
LincoLn For 2011 WorLD FinaLs 

5th BeSt citY for WoMen – Women’s heaLth magazine
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businesses connecteD 
at the b2b traDeshoW

One of the most cited benefits of Chamber 

membership is the availability of unique and 

productive marketing opportunities.  One of the most 

popular of these events in the annual B2B Trade 

Show.  The Lincoln Chamber hosts one of the region’s 

largest business to business tradeshows each year at 

the Pershing Center.

This year’s event had over 140 booths and 2,500 

attendees. It is the one place where large and small 

companies connected with thousands of potential 

customers in a single day.

The Outstanding Tourism Campaign Award 

went to the Lincoln Convention & Visitors 

Bureau for its “Be a Tourist” summer passport 

program. The program has encouraged 

thousands of area residents to explore 25 of the 

Capital City’s tourism attractions, festivals and 

businesses. This year, a mascot was introduced 

to promote the program. He traveled across 

the state and visited the Interstate 80 welcome 

centers to spread the news about tourism 

opportunities in Lincoln.

“be a tourist” nameD 
outstanDing tourism 
campaign

top 10 StateS that are gaining BUSineSS – us neWs & WorLD report
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State high school football players from around Nebraska dream of 

their turn at Memorial Stadium.  While many dream of playing for 

the Huskers, they also dream of making it to the state championship 

games, held each year in the capital city.  The Nebraska State High 

School Championships kicked off at Memorial Stadium on the 

University of Nebraska campus Nov. 21-22. Visitors from every 

corner of the state gathered in Lincoln for the NSAA High School 

State Football Championships.

The Lincoln Convention and Visitors Bureau is at the forefront 

of making state tournaments a priority for Lincoln.  This year’s 

football event had over 22,000 spectators walk through the gates 

of Memorial Stadium during the championships.  

in the Footsteps oF LegenDs - 
state FootbaLL championships 
heLD in memoriaL staDium

5th BeSt State for edUcation cliMate – business FaciLities 
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Lincoln’s new arena in the West Haymarket area will be named Pinnacle 

Bank Arena.  Mayor Chris Beutler, Pinnacle Bancorp Chairman Sid 

Dinsdale and Pinnacle Bank President Mark Hesser announced the 

naming rights agreement at a news conference on December 6th at 

the Lincoln Chamber of Commerce.

With approval of the agreement by the West Haymarket Joint Public 

Agency (JPA), Pinnacle Bank will be the exclusive title sponsor for 25 

years.

“We are excited to support progress that will have a positive impact 

on our state and local economy,” said Dinsdale.  “We are proud to 

be part of the arena, which will help bring jobs and entertainment to 

Lincoln and the state for years to come.”

pinnacLe bank purchaseD 
naming rights For haymarket 
arena

3rd citY that eMBodieS the aMerican dreaM  –  the street
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room nights increaseD by 12%

Lincoln continues to be a hub for travel and tourism. Tourism has an estimated economic impact of 

$337.4 million annually and employs roughly 5,700 people in Lincoln & Lancaster County. In 2011, 

the Lincoln Convention and Visitors Bureau reported the number of room nights booked for events 

increased by 12% from 2010. 

 31,028 58,335 48,851 62,885 63,988 75,046

 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

9th cleaneSt citY in the U.S. –  Forbes
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membership reacheD  
aLL-time high

Membership continues to strengthen during an uncertain 

economy and is currently at an all-time high of 1,541 members.  

A rising retention rate and new member recruitment have 

resulted from an increased focus on the Chamber sales team 

and member communication.  As other chambers struggle due 

to economic pressures, the Lincoln Chamber’s membership 

continues to strengthen. Ribbon cuttings and ground breaking 

ceremonies for member businesses reached an all time high of 

over 100 this year.  Chamber Ambassadors attend these events 

and assist with member outreach. The group is one of the 

largest and most active in the nation with over 140 members.

GT Exhaust Systems | Two Men and a Truck | Capital Foot Center, P.C. | Capitol 
Animal Clinic | Shane & Sunny Photography | Settle Inn & Suites | Capitol City Chris-

tian Church | Sport Clips | Matt Jenkins, Attorney at Law | Lincoln Trucking Company, Inc. | Goody’s Grill | Lincoln Electric System | LivingSocial | Family Health Services | H&R Block | The Grand Manse | Pacific and Maine | Juvenile Dia- betes Research Foundation Int’l - Lincoln | Family Values Magazine | Lexus of Lincoln | Referral Institute Nebraska | Dannie Elwood | Leon’s Gourmet Grocer | O’Keefe Elevator Company, Inc. | 
Oasis Staffing | Dry Cleaning Station | Lester Electrical | ZC Sterling | Centrix Solutions, Inc. | Arrow Stage Lines | TELCOR Inc. | Northwestern Mutual Financial Network | Think Green Consulting | SirkDot Innovations | Green Bein’ Produc- tions, Inc. | Schaefer’s | Metcalf Funeral Home | Mid-Alliance Insurance Associates, LLC | Lincoln Berean Church | Three Pillars Media, Inc. | Hockenbergs | Patestas Family Chiropractic | Telesis 
Climate Banc | Le Quartier Baking Company | Celebrity Staff | Studio 3 Photography | Wells Fargo Bank | Grand Lodge at the Preserve | Edible Arrangements | Liberty First Credit Union | HomeServices of Nebraska | Runza National, Inc. | Nebraska Safety Council, Inc. | Best of Business - Lincoln | AAF - Lincoln | American National Bank | James Arthur Vineyards | Fury Lawn Maintenance and Beyond | Laser Quest Corporation | 
BryanLGH Medical Center | Blue Blood Brewery | Cloffice | Yia Yia’s Pizza | Johnson Controls | Savannah Pines | ALPS | Lincoln Glass, Inc. | Carmela’s Bistro & Wine Bar | Zimmer Insurance Group | Lowe’s Home Improvement | Embellish | Rent- A -Van, Inc. | Nebraska State Historical Society | Madonna ProActive | Exstrom Physi- cal Therapy | CSL Marketing Group | Plato’s Closet | City of Lincoln | Good Life Fitness Center | Veyance 
Goodyear Engineered Products | Noodles & Co. | Nebraska Home Sales | Colliers International | Consumer Credit Counseling | First State Bank | Blooms & Bouquets | Capital City Boot Camp | Saint Elizabeth Regional Medical Center | BK Marketing/Send Out Cards | Oso Burrito | Talent Plus, Inc. | Swimtastic Swim School-Lincoln | Seedorff Masonry | Nebraska Tax Research Council, Inc. | Lincoln Partnership for Economic Development | 
Life’s NEXT STEP | Signs Now of Lincoln, LLC | Art and Soul | Beauty First | Coventry Health Care of Nebraska | Brester Construction, Inc. | General Fire & Safety Equipment Company | HS Bank | Neighborhood Life Magazine | ALS Association | DS Resources Inc. | SouthPointe Pavilions | Continental Western Group | Nebraska Myofunc- tional Therapy | Hidden Valley Golf Club | Limousine Services Omaha | Republic Parking System | Noakes 
Heating & Air Conditioning | Pitney Bowes Presort Services, Inc. | Bestorq Inc. | Dunn-Waterbury Associates - Allstate/ Steve Dunn | Brothers Bar and Grill | Parsons Brinckerhoff | Gregg Electric Company | Hall’s Culligan Water Conditioning | Madsen’s Bowling & Billiards | Tractors Supply Company (South) | African Art Frames | First Lincoln Equities, P.C. | Stuart Investment Company | Commonwealth Electric Company | New Traditions Home & 
Realty, LLC | Archrival | Advantage Personnel, Inc. | Joyride Bicycles | Lester Larsen Tractor Test and Power Museum | Rustad Dermatology | Jay J. Heins, C.P.A., P.C. | Chief Industries | Coach 2 Win | Quadis Technologies, Inc. | D.C. Title Agency | The Ambassador Lincoln | RAC Electric | Lincoln Surgical Hospital/Eye Surgical Associates | B & R Stores, Inc. | Proforma OneSource Print & Promo | Surf & Turf Food Company | Union Bank & Trust 
Company | Truck Equipment Service Company | Dickey’s Barbecue Pit | Alarmlink USA | City Bank & Trust Company | Stauffer’s Cafe & Pie Shoppe | Campbell’s Nursery | Principal Financial Group | Foundation for Lincoln Public Schools | College of Hair Design | Sidney B. Chesnin | ResCare Workforce Services | Fowler Custom Homes | Ameritas Employees Credit Union | Lincoln Radiology Imaging and Interventional Center (LRI) | Fundways / 
Tops | Concentra Medical Centers | Max I Walker Uniform Rental | XanGo®/Amanda Kunze Thonen | Erickson & Sederstrom Law Office | BryanLGH Heart Institute | It’s All Roses | Sher-E-Punjab | Recycling Enterprises of Nebraska, Inc. | Midwest Housing Equity Group, Inc. | Interstate All Battery Center | Union College | Duane Vicary | KLKN - Citadel Communications, LLC | Nebraska Agribusiness Club | CBMC Heartland Ministries | Tetra Tech 
| Thomas, Kunc & Black, LLP | Krayon Campus | Kerford Limestone Company | Champion Family Chiroprac- tic | O Street Carpet | Pur Java Coffee | Bryant Air Conditioning & Heating Company | Old Cheney Place Apartments/ Broadmoor | Boyd Jones Construction | Legal Benefit Consultants | Active Life Family Chiropractic | NeighborWorks Lincoln | Building & Safety Department - City of Lincoln | Al’s Johns | Whitehead Oil Company | White 
Orchid Spa & Salon | Raising Cane’s Chicken Fingers | Broe Real Estate Services, Inc. | M.E. Group, Inc. | Elite Kitchens & Flooring | Local Hero Design LLC | Sarah Pfeiffer Photography | Cather & Sons Construction, Inc. | Midlands Financial Benefits | Midwest Sound and Lighting | Cornerstone Printing & Imaging | GE Landscape Supply | Speece Lewis Engineers, Inc. | Digital Connections Inc. | Nebraska Technology and Telecommunications, Inc. | 
DeMars Gordon Olson Zalewski Wynner and Tollefsen | Chez Hay Catering, Inc. | Goodwill Industries | Ameri- can Council of Engineering Companies/Nebraska | AMR | Nebraska Animal Medical Center | Kone Elevators & Escalators | Center Court Mobile Park | Madonna Fit for Work | Bob Stephens & Associates Inc. | New Horizons Environmental | Urgent Care Clinic of Lincoln, PC | Eschliman Commercial Real Estate, Inc. | Deliveron Consulting Services | 
Airgas | Professional Networking Group | Cupcakes & More... | Business Network International | Butherus- Maser & Love Funeral Home | Wee Cycle Children’s Consignment & Boutique | Inland Truck Parts & Service | Judds Brothers Construction | Brewsky’s | Bill Avery | The Joint - A Chiropractic Place | Central States Telecom, Inc. | B & B Lawn Service, LLC | HomeServices Lending | The Parthenon | Right at Home in Home Care & Assistance | Saint Paul United 
Methodist Church | DuTeau Chevrolet-Subaru | Lancaster County | Pro-Scapes | Albers Company | Clar- ity  Professional Window Cleaning | La Paloma Restaurant | Benjamin Franklin Plumbing | Serving Angst | Eagle Raceway | The Nebraska Club | Willeke Financial Group, LLC. | Alter Metal Recycling | General Excavating | Credit Bureau Services | Home Instead Senior Care | Pathways to Compassion Hospice | Bishop Business Equipment Company | 
Electronic Payament Systems | The Law Office of Christine Vanderford, PC, LLO | Electric Fixture & Supply Company | Russ’s Market | Lincoln Business Journal | Mumm & Associates PC Certified Public Accountants | Midwest Refuse & Recycling Service, Inc. | Dynamic Constructive and Roofing | Summit Care and Wellness | Dial Realty Corporation | Con- tinuum Employee Assistance~ Training~Consulting | Three Eagles Communications, Inc. | AurStaff | Midwest 
Bank | LI-COR, Inc. | KOLN - KGIN TV | DAS-State Personnel Division | National Research Corporation | Nebraska Department of Labor | Diet Center | Messiah Lutheran School | Leadership Resources | Falewitch Construction Services | The Harry A. Koch Company of Lincoln | Salon MohVi & Spa | Northside Boot and Shoe Repair | Wineman Communica- tions Group | Custom Blinds and Design | Empyrean Ales | Lamar Outdoor Advertising | Experience Works | 
Frontier Bank | Rindone, Inc. | Granite Transformations | Body By Vi | Nebraska Appleseed Center for Law in the Public Interest | WideRange Broadband | Gateway Senior Living | Advantage Training Plus | A&D Technical Supply Co., Inc. | Explosive Marketing Systems LLC | BMS Management, Inc. | The Oven | Roma B. Amundson | HiMark Golf Course | BKD, LLP | Commercial Investment Properties | Apollo Steel Company | Cummins Sprinkler Company | Eakes 
Office Plus | Appleton Apartment Homes | Benchmark Biolabs, Inc. | Rick Self State Farm Agency | Founda- tion for Lincoln City Libraries | March Of Dimes Foundation | Developmental Services of Nebraska, Inc. | Aaron Davis Presentations, Inc. | REAMS Sprinkler Supply Company | Davis Design | Lower Platte South Natural Resources District | Dan Marvin | Christ- mas Decor | Mr. Goodcents Subs and Pastas | Pure Light Productions | First Choice Homes | Lied Lodge & 
Conference Center | John Hallett | AIM Institute/Careerlink.com | Datapeak | SCORE | Andy’s Appliance Repair | Commercial Realty Group, LLC/ Laura M. Bell | KD Designs | Sylvan Learning Center | The Searcy Team/Home Real Estate | Taken to the Cleaners | Nebraska Air Quality Specialties, LLC | Country Inn & Suites | Classic Styles Hair Studio | Ray’s Lawn and Home Care Inc. | Bettenhausen Insurance Services, LLC | Kirkham Michael | Pepperjax Grill | John E. 
Cederberg, CPA | Todd Hruby Insurance-New York Life | Stem Gallery | Cost Effective Technologies | East Park Improvements, LLC | Cruise & Associates | Knudsen Berkheimer Richardson & Endacott, LLP | Nebraska Nursery & Color Gardens | Sid Dillon Buick Nissan Hyundai | Hallow Candles Company | KohlerCare Lawn Care and Landscaping Services | Value Place Hotel | Marsden Building Maintenance | Security First Bank | Sentry Electic | Ready Mixed Concrete 
Company | Indian Center, Inc. | The Weitz Company | The Steak House | Hocking & Reid, LLC | ComPro | Specially For You, Inc. | Culvers of Lincoln | Performance Chores | Complete Health Chiropractic | West 9 at Firethorn | Granite City Food and Brewery | Cross Pointe Innovations | Lincoln Arts Council | Lincoln Orthopaedic Center, PC | Snyder Physical Therapy, P.C. | Go Small Biz | World of Knowledge Child Development Center | Data Security, Inc. | Madonna Reha-
bilitation Hospital | All Needs Computer & Mailing Services, Inc. | Adecco | AT&T | Focal Point Publishing | Yankee Hill Country Club | Hollenbeck Farms and Crave | Hangups Gallery | Allied Insurance, a member of Nationwide Insurance | Nissa’a String Studio | daVinci’s | Farmers Mu- tual Insurance Company of Nebraska | Lincoln Winnelson Company | Quarry Oaks | Infinity S Development 
Company | Richters Brinkman, LLC | Max Muscle | HBE Becker Meyer Love LLP, CPA’s | Kawasaki Motors Manufacturing Corp., U.S.A. | Perry Reid Properties | Cada, Froscheiser, Cada & Hoffman | Woods Bros Realty, Business Development & Relocation | Kelly’s Carpet & Furniture | Husker Promotions | Coaching Dimensions | Gotcha Covered | Nebraska Center for Excellence in Electron-
ics | AFLAC | Holiday Inn Express Hotel & Suites | Sinclair Hille Architects | Jackson Services Inc. | Husker Sew & Vac | Merrill Lynch | Braeda Fresh Express Cafe | Anderson Auto Group | Keating, O’Gara, Nedved and Peter, P.C.  L.L.O. | AgilX | University of Nebraska | JANET’S lookgreat (Herbalife) | Main St. Cafe | Concorde Management & Development, Inc. | Glass Edge | Woods and Ait-

ken Law Firm LLP | Meier’s Cork & Bottle | Image Inflators | Fulton Construc- tion, Inc. | Scheels All Sports | Residence Inn Marriott | University of Phoenix | UNICO Group, Inc. | Bengtson & Asso- ciates | Gaslight Village/Woodlawn & Countryside Estates | West Gate Bank | Hy-Vee, Inc. | Strategic Air & Space Museum | Duane Svec 
Advertising | ITPAC Consulting, LLC | College of Saint Mary-Lincoln | Mundy & Associates | East Park Cinemas | First Five Nebraska | EducationQuest Foundation | Burden Sales Company | Tid- ball Productions/Lincoln Today | BVH Architects | Lincoln Educa- tion Association | Telesis Inc. | Matheson Linweld | Argyle Octopus | Pay-
com | Concordia University | Personal Cleaning Service | Burger King | Hillcrest Country Club | Center Sphere | All Makes Office Equipment Company | Linc Care | Doane College | Village Gardens | Modern Woodmen/Ryan McClure | Cleaver-Brooks, Inc. | Robert H. Lau | Alexander Open 
Systems (AOS) | Nebraska Innovation Zone Commission | Capital Humane Society | Pinpoint Network Solutions | SignCo | The Berry Company / Local Insight Media, Inc. | Eugene Car- roll | Johnson Hardware Co | Lumbermen’s Hearth & Home | Schneider Electric | Embassy Suites | Copple Insurance Agency, Inc. | Nanonation, Inc. | Holiday Inn Lincoln | White Electric Supply Compa-
ny | Ten Thousand Villages | Q-Comm | Elite Events Rental | Aureus Group | Edward Jones/Don Montgomery | Pickleman’s | The Computer Magician, LLC | Awards Unlimited | LSC Miscellaneous Sales | Naturally Yours Salon & Day Spa | Waldron, Riggs & Lloyd, CPAs, P.C. | Mass Mutual/ Roger Madden | EMO Flooring | Johnson Chiropractic & Acupunture | Hitchin’ Post | United Farm & Ranch 
Management | Lost in Fun Inc. | HoriSun Hospice | Red Door Studio | La Quinta Inn | Lancaster County Medical Society | Nebraska Angels, Inc. | Lincoln Mattress Company | Anytime Fitness | Downtown Lincoln Association | Frontier Harley Davidson, Inc. | Coldwell Banker Commercial Thompson Realty Group | All Road Barricades, Inc. | Porridge Paper | Wells Fargo Advisors | Rockbrook Cam-
era and Video | The Salvation Army | Leukemia & Lymphoma Society | SCORR Marketing | Tastefully Yours, LLC | Sandquist Construction and Development | Sampson Construction Company, Inc. | Corn- husker Bank | TMCO, Inc. | People’s City Mission Foundation | Meridian Consulting | Concrete Industries, Inc. | RHD Financial Services | Shawna Lynn Photography | bw-3’s Buffalo Wild Wings | Swanson 
Russell Associates | H.I.S. Extreme Performance Auto Care | A Sound Impres- sion | Godfather’s Pizza | The Perfect Cup | Midwest Intermodal Distribution | Nebraska Independent Community Bankers | USA Roller Sports | Assessment Learning & Technology Solutions - ALTS | The Arter Group | Vision Exhibits | Cooperative Benefit Administra- tors Inc. | Black Hills Energy | Baylor, Evnen, Curtiss, Grimit & Witt, LLP | Lu-
theran Family Services of Nebraska, Inc. | White or Wheat Sandwich Shoppe | Industrial Services, Inc. | TSP, Inc. | Performance Aircraft Sales and Flight Training | CommerciaLinc Real Estate Solutions | Convergence Cleaning | icomfort Sleep System Store | Play Creative | Hol- lywood Bowl | Scooter’s Coffeehouse | ISoft Data Systems, Inc. | The Country Club of Lincoln | JT Coffeeshop Internet Radio | University of 
Nebraska Technology Park L.L.C. | Benefit Management | Pathology Medi- cal Services | Home Real Estate | The Flatwater Group | Viergutz International | Lincoln Hypnosis, Inc. | Five Nines Technology Group | H.R. Bookstrom Construction | Bev Higgins, State Farm Insurance, Inc. | Windstar Lines, Inc. | U.S. Property | Holmes Lake Apartments / Broadmoor Development | Mortech Software | Buckley & Sitzman | Bott 
Radio Network | K & Z Distribution Company, Inc. | Ray Stevens | Lincoln Chamber of Commerce | V2 Content | Stanley Healthcare Solutions | State of Nebraska | Roy Carlson | Dietze Music House, Inc. | MidTown Body & Paint | FloodSax | Waddell & Reed | Engineering Technolo- gies Inc. | The Window Cover LLC | Lee’s Propane Service, Inc. | Super 8 Motel | World’s Foremost Bank | Union Title Company | First National 
Bank | Edgewood Cinemas | State Department of Agriculture | Hy-Vee Mainstreet | Firestone Complete Auto Care | Kissel/E&S Asssociates LLC | AAA Rents | Lincoln Neighborhood Pharmacy | NET Television & NET Radio | Beyond Illusion | Century Automotive Repair & Towing | Farm- ers Insurance Group/Eddie Brown Ins. Agency, Inc. | Capitol View Tower Apartments | Design Data | Firethorn Golf Club | P & L Technology, 
Inc. | The Law Offices of Glen D. Witte PC, LLO | Uniforms TLC | AOI Corpora- tion | Pinnacle Wealth Management | Alfred Benesch & Company | Benefit Administrators, Inc. | Seniors Foundation | Nebraska Business Develop- ment Center | Nebraska Children’s Home Society | Mutual of Omaha Bank | RBC Wealth Management | Nebraska Golf & Turf, Inc. | Bourbon Theatre | Buzzard Billy’s | Hier-Duffin, Craig, & Associates, OB/
GYN | American Public Energy Agency | ACE Coaching | City of Hickman | Midland Medical Supply Company | R.U. Nuts Company | JTK Restaurant | Junior Achievement | The Egg & I | Pfizer Inc. | Fallbrook Family Health Center | Lincoln Grand Cinemas | University of Nebraska Lincoln Alumni Association | Universal Surety | Cornhusker Tile & Marble Com- pany | Nebraska Retail Federation | General Security Systems | Nebraska 
LabLinc | Security National Properties | Latsch’s, Inc. | Siouxland Staffing Services | Bizco Technologies | SectorNow | Comfort Suites/Tharaldson | Milestone Local Surfaces | NUtech Ventures | Unite Private Networks, LLC | Hamp- ton Enterprises, Inc. | Kosama | Nebraska Lottery / Charitable Gaming | Best Card | Thought District | Guardian Angels Homec- are, Inc. | Venue Restaurant and Lounge | A & R Fine Arts | CEDARS Youth 
Services | Nebraska United Methodist Conference Office | Sarah Jane Pho- tography | Nebraska Telecommunications Association | Bread & Cup | Great Plains Landscaping and Design | Red Feather Photography | AARP Nebraska | Tomorrow’s Online Marketing | Parkers Smokehouse | Ameri- tas Life Insurance Corp. | Jack L. and Nancy Fields | New York Life | Brix & Stone Gastropub, LLC | First National Life Insurance Company of the 
USA | Texas Roadhouse, LLC | INSPRO Insurance | NAI FMA Realty | The Saucy Cook | Mills Transfer, Inc. | Nelnet | Husker Headquarters | McCombs Commercial Realty, LLC | Continuum Financial/Mass Mutual / Gary Roberts | Child Advocacy Center | Havelock Chiropractic Center / Dr. Tyler Ideus | YWCA | Home Care Assistance of Nebraska | LegalShield | Marz Bar | Plumbing Professionals | Nebraska Investment Financial Authority 
| Snap Fitness | Duncan Aviation | K-B Cleaning Services | Arbor Industries, Inc. | Express Employment Professionals | Godfather’s Pizza Corporate | Leisure Limousine and Sedan, Inc. | Rhoden Kia of Lincoln | Directions EAP, Inc. | Bal- anced Life | WRK, LLC | Eclipse Screenprinting and Embroidery | Garner Industries | Allstate Insurance/Foreman Agency, Inc. | Agee’s Automotive Repair | DesignWear | Coleen Seng | Davidson Insur-
ance Agency, Inc. | Stroh Service of Nebraska | Lincoln Memorial Funeral Home & Floral Shop | Liquid Colors | Midwest Steel Works | Harger CPA Group, P.C., | Kingery Construction Co. | First National Technology Solutions | CVS Phar- macy | Cherry on Top | Lazlo’s Brewery & Grill | Reliant Studios | Sam & Louie’s New York Pizzeria | Bailey Lauerman | AmericInn Lodge & Suites - South | Bagels & Joe | Time Warner Cable | Archer Daniels-
Midland Company | Lux Center for the Arts | Metabolic Research Center | MANPOWER Staffing Services | Sutton Ryan Dermatology/Sutton Ryan Aesthetic Center | Lincoln Saltdogs Baseball | Floors, Inc. | Fashion II Consignment Boutique | Ideal Pure Water | Clark Enersen Partners | Interstate Land LLC | R & W Development, LLC | Nebraska Bankers Association | Nebraska College Career Services Association | State Farm Insurance Companies 
| Lincoln Symphony Orchestra Association | Lincoln Medical Education Partnership | My Cookie Jones | John Henry’s Plumbing, Heating, & Air Conditioning | Reid Curtis Consulting | Sheryl Snyder | Professional Tire Company | Burlington Northern Santa Fe | Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center | Katie Kimbrough, Mary Kay Cosmetics | CS Guenzel Company | Cheever Construction Company | Complete Hearing Solutions | Blue Ox Tree Service | Encompass Architects, PC | Rediger & Company | 
Home Owners Plus | TDK Lawn Care, Inc. | TitleCore | Anderson Financial Group of Wells Fargo Advisors | Turning Pointe Chiropractic | Lincoln Community Playhouse | dressbarn | Lincoln Composites | Master Track Productions | Steven R. Devoe | Fallbrook Farmers Market | Behaven Kids | Heartland Center for Leadership Development | Speedway Motors, Inc. | Butterfly Bakery | Frosty’s Specialty Advertising, Inc. | Capital City Metal Recycling | Rex Bevins & Associates | Haymarket Square | Re-
naissance Financial | Nebraska Commission for the Blind & Visually Impaired | Radcliffe & Associates | ZSA Realty Group | Turbine Interactive | Back to the Bible | McGladrey | Candlewood Suites Lincoln | Brooks, Pansing Brooks, PC, LLO | Next Move Marketing | Complete Music & Video | Culvers | Nonprofit Marketing Network | Nesbitt & Associates, Inc. | AAA Nebraska | Camp- bell’s Nurseries and Garden Center | Engineering Design Consultants, LLC | 
Lincoln Machine, Inc. | Experian | Infinite Systems | nuVibe Juice and Java | Ridge Develop- ment Company | PAYCHEX | Midwest Tent and Events | Nebraska Chapter- As- sociated General Contractors | Kaplan University-Lincoln | Brokerage Services Transamerica | Topper’s Pizza | NECO Alarm Services | Nebraska Community Blood Bank | Western Sand & Gravel | Southeast Community College/ Beatrice, Lincoln & Milford 
Campuses | Datastor | Chase Suite Hotel by Woodfin | Bridge to Better Living | Schwisow Construction, Inc. | Nebraska Neon Sign Company | Verizon Call Center | Landscapes Unlimited, LLC | Maly Marketing | Tabitha Health Care Services | Lincoln Federal Savings Bank | Nebraska School Activities Association | Cleaning Ninjas | Albers Co./ Dawn Nowka | CFO Services | Raynor Doors of Nebraska, Inc. | Sites-
capes, Inc. | Community Services Fund of Nebraska | Pershing Center/ SMG | Lancaster Event Center | Nebraska Bankers Bank | Physician’s Weight Loss Centers | TCW Construction, Inc. | Lincoln Tent, Inc. | Krieser Drywall | Cornhusker State Industries | The Cornhusker A Marriott Hotel | Water, Land, Air Consulting, Inc. | Print Solutions, LLC | CBS Sign Co. | United Country First State Realty | Chuck Schmidt Construc-
tion, Inc. | Fiserv | XS Solutions | Grateful Greens | Good Life Imprinting & Advertising Specialties | H.O.T. Lead Marketing LLC | Boy Scouts of Amer- ica, Cornhusker Council | BryanLGH Health System | Bigler Motors | Blue Cross Blue Shield of Nebraska | Christian Heritage | RC Krueger Developments | Yankee Hill Veterinary Hospital | Active Business Network, Inc. | Shine-A-Blind Nebraska, Inc. | Morgan Chiro-
practic & Acupuncture, PC | Lincoln Action Program, Inc. | Central Financial Services/Timothy Cox | Cornhusker Super 8 Motel/ Supertel Hospitality Mgt, Inc. | Alternative Tan | Wolfe, Snowden, Hurd, Luers & Ahl, LLP | Barney Insurance Lincoln, Inc. | Mutual of Omaha Financial Advisors/ Troske Financial Group | Joe Kelly | Rembolt Ludtke LLP | Jodie Fawl | JEO Consulting Group, Inc. | Jacob North 
Printing Company, Inc. | JL Exteriors, Inc. | Apache Camper Center, Inc. | Woodbury Corporation | Pavers, Inc. | Lincoln Racquet Club, Inc. | Dana F. Cole & Company | Nebraska Sports Council | Lincoln Children’s Museum | US Bank | Glenn’s Carstar | Crete Carrier Corporation | Healthy Start Chiropractic & Wellness | Volun- teer Partners | GROW Nebraska | Anytime Fitness - Lincoln North | Gary Mi-
chael’s Clothiers, Inc. | Hampton Inn & Suites Lincoln - Northeast | Great Western Bank | Jensen Tire | No Coast Derby Girls | Moblicate | Sherwin Williams Company | Molex Inc. | Greenleaf Properties | Michael Nolan | Ayars & Ayars, Inc. | Leon & Esther Chesnin | NEXT STEP Coaching | The Event Lady | Rixstine Recognition | Dr. Douglas Vander Broek | Konica Minolta Business Solutions, USA, Inc. | Vipa 
Solutions | Cline, Williams, Wright, Johnson & Oldfather | Sutton, Linder and Sutton | Willard Community Center | Smith Hayes Financial Services Cor- poration | Silverhawk Aviation, Inc. | FireWorks Restaurant | Nebraska Book Company | Nebraska Title Company | Lincoln Human Resource Management Association | Bank of the West | Cherry on Top | Eide Consulting Group | Nebraska Children & Families 
Foundation | Nebraska Housing Resource | Home Builders Association of Lin- coln | Judson Irrigation, Inc. | Teledyne Isco, Inc. | HDR, Inc. | Enterprise Rent- A-Car | Speidell Monuments, Inc. | NIT (Nebraska Institute of Technology) | RST Promos and Logos, LLC | I-Go Van & Storage United Van Lines | Wellness Council of the Midlands (WELCOM) | Job Chamber | Lincoln Children’s Zoo | Lincoln Community Foundation 
| Reid Devoe | Broadcast House - B107.3, 1400 KLIN, 105.3 WOW FM Froggy 98 | Focus Red Mango | Speidell Body Works, Inc. | Morgan Stanley Smith Barney | Val Limited | Labenz & Associates LLC | Green’s Furnace & Plumbing Co., Inc. | Nebraska New Car & Truck Dealers Association | S & G Inc. Commercial Real Estate | LearningRx | Strictly Business Magazine | Fish Window Cleaning | Geek to the Rescue | Voca-
tional Rehabilitation Service | Xerox Corporation | Party America | Premier Catering | Mark’s Plumbing, Inc. | Palmer & Sons Refuse, Inc. | Firstar Fiber Corporation | Lincoln Airport Authority | Advance Services, Inc. (ASInc.) | Paragon Sanitation, Inc. | Pioneer Hi-Bred Western BU | University of Nebraska State Museum | YMCA | Sadoff & Rudoy Industries of Nebraska, Inc. | Better Business Bureau, Inc. | Computer Hardware, Inc. | 
Assurity Life Insurance Company | Trude’s Dog Motel | Lincoln Budokan | Windstream Communica- tions | Ty Steinkuhler-Mutual of Omaha | Roper & Sons Funeral Services | Valentino’s | The Landing at Williamsburg Village | Bishop Heights True Value | Mid-America Headquarters of SDA | Tarnick Chiropractic & Acupuncture, P.C. | Parsons Marketing/PR/ Design | Toast - Fallbrook | Comfort Suites Lincoln East | University of Nebras-
ka-Lincoln | SensoryEffects Cereal Systems | Nebraska Department of Roads | Wyuka Funeral Home & Cemetery | Stonebrook Roofing, Inc. | New Victorian Suites | Child Guidance Center | Verizon Wireless | Pinnacle Bank | Nebraska Center for Entrepreneurship | Kenneth Berg | Production Creek Specialty Advertising | Innovations Siding and Windows | Lighthouse | Lin- coln First Realty, LLC | KVC Behavioral HealthCare | South Shore Townhomes 
| Firespring | LifePointe by BryanLGH | Nebraska Propane Gas Association | Telesis Holdings | Plum Creek Gifts & Home De- cor | Liquid Capital Nebraska | Wagey Drug Company | PowerBand Graphics, LLC | Kidwell | Nebraska DECA | The Adwood Company, Inc. | University of Nebraska Foundation | Printco Graphics, Inc. | Rachel’s Boutique | Nebraskaland Siding & Windows | Big Red Self-Storage | Shively & Lannin, PC, LLO | Colin Electric Motor Service | 
Harding & Shultz, P.C., L.L.O | Jeffrey, Hahn, Hemmerling & Zimmerman Law Firm | Mike Mennard | GIS Workshop | Larabee School of Real Estate & Insurance | WasteCap Nebraska, Inc. | Deloitte & Touche | William F. Nor- ris, Sr. | Midlands Packaging Corporation | Black Shirt Security Patrol | Northwestern Mutual Financial Services/Matthew Egge | Tiger Coaching & Personal Training | LilyPads, Inc. | Service- Master of Lancaster County | Advanced Chiropractic Solutions | First Con-
cord Benefits Group | Lied Center for Performing Arts | Computer Aid Plus | Richdale Group | V V S, Inc. of Lincoln | DuctMedic | National Museum of Roller Skating | International Quilt Study Center & Museum | Mattson, Ricketts, Davies, Stewart & Calkins Law Firm | Lincoln Convention & Visitors Bureau | Duo Shoes Boutique | The Essential Step | MCS Custom Homes and Remodeling, Inc. | Great Harvest Bread Company | Patrick L. Thomazin CPA | Star City Hockey | Husker Rehabilitation & Wellness 
Center PC | Juice Plus+ | J & S Audio Visual, Inc. | News Link | Southlake Village Rehabilitation & Care Center | Staybridge Suites by Holiday Inn | MembersOwn Credit Union | Ameritas Agency | Curves | Land Construction Inc. | Turun Interna- tional | Flatwater Communications | Alissa Ellis Insurance Agency/ Farmers Insurance Group | Biomat USA, Inc. | Safeguard Business Systems | Fazoli’s | Nebraska Municipal Power Pool | Nebraska Land Title & Abstract (NLTA) | Capital Business Systems, Modern 
Methods | TSYS Merchant Solutions | Americom Communications Corpora- tion | Nebraska Council of School Administrators | Credit Management Services, Inc. | Ashley Lynn’s Tanning | Nebraska Pharmacists Association | Constructors, Inc. | Salt Creek Software, Inc. | Red Dog Carpet Cleaning | Amtrak | Tiger Rock Academy | Double Eagle Beverage LLC | Schworer Volkswagen | Midwest Speed Dating | Ray Agency, Inc. | Wayne R. Meyers, CPA, P.C. | White Castle Roofing & Contracting | Solutio-
nOne | Special Olympics Nebraska | David Wolf Staenberg | La Paz Mexi- can Restaurant | Golden Corral | Sandhills Publishing | Lincoln/Lancaster County Health Department | Reed’s Cleaning Inc. | Heiss Chiropractic & Acupuncture, LLC | Jerry L. Sellentin | Jackson Studios | Shotkoski & Associates, PC | Federal Highway Administration | Pure Fitness | Nebraska Wesleyan University | InerteqIT | Neebo | Nebraska Restaurant Association | Bordogna, Inc. | Mosier-Timperley Chiropractic Clinic | On 
Your Marks, Inc. | Lyp Schtick | Kenl Inn, Inc. | Peetz & Company | Nebraska Chamber of Commerce & Industry | Arbor Day Foundation | NEBCO, Inc. | Hergert Oil Company | Nebraska Heart Hospital, LLC | Renewal by Andersen | Jimmy John’s | Distribution, Inc. | Kiewit Building Group | Wright’s Jewelers, Inc. | Heritage Builders, Inc. | Dakota Security Systems | Nebraska Academy of 
Physician Assistants | Lincoln Journal Star | Lincoln Benefit Life Company | Lincoln Public Schools | Networks | Mann Custom Homes, Inc. | Marathon Realty Corporation | Snitily Carr | Bonsall Pool and Spa | Nebraska Logistics | Friedman Law Offices | Lincoln Lutheran School Association | Messiah Lutheran Church | Northwest Electric, LLC | Shelter Insurance/Mike Scheffert | Harris Decals | 
Civil Design Group, Inc. | Old Chicago | Willmar Electric Service, Inc. | Cha- teau Meadows Apartments | ADT Security Services, Inc. | Colby Ridge | Keith C. Brown | Make-A-Wish Foundation of Nebraska | A New Beginning Chiropractic & Acu- puncture | Iteris, Inc. | Wilderness Ridge Golf Club | Husker Sports Market- ing | Lincoln Industries | Prairie Life Center | Great Plains Cycle Supply | 
Malone Manor | Rodney P. Vandeberg | SilverStone Group | T.O. Haas Tire | IMSCORP | A.T. Thomas Jewelers | The Pharmacy | Continental Fire & Sprinkler Company | Nebraska Global Investment Company LLC | Planned Parenthood of the Heartland | Schwartzkopf Schroff & Tricker, LLP | Chateau Development LLC | Harry Seward | Ear, Nose & Throat Specialties, P.C. | Champions Fun 
Center | Greta’s Gourmet Butchershop, Deli & Catering | monavie/Rob Ravndal | Farm Bureau Financial Services | Tyrrell Consulting, L.L.C. | The Press Box | Qdoba Mexican Grill | Anderson Ford / Mazda / Lincoln / Mercury | Health at Home Consultants | Christensen Audiology & Hearing Aid Center | From Nebraska Gift Shop | Olsson Associates | OMALiNK, Inc. | P & L Capital Cor-
poration Inc. | LaserTec of Nebraska, Inc. | CARSTAR, Wenzl | Burkley Enve- lope Company | State Highway Commission | Buddy Rodgers Roofing Company | ISL Consulting | Northview Lincoln Business Association | Deeter Foundry, Inc. | Mills Squeegee Fill Stations | Omaha World-Herald | Nebraska Military De- partment | MI Industries, Inc. | Hoppe, Inc. | Company Care | Pepsi-Cola 
Bottling Company | Berry Law Firm | The Basket Bunch | Sun Valley Lanes | The Schemmer Associates, Inc. | Hanger Prosthetics & Orthotics | Lane Gewecke Consulting | AT&T Wireless | State Farm Insurance | Peoples Choice Federal Credit Union | Taura Horn Photography | Westfield Gateway | Cystic Fibrosis Foundation | United Way of Lincoln & Lancaster County | Gramercy Hill | 
Highpointe Apartments / Broadmoor Development | SouthPointe Cinemas | EcoStores Nebraska and Eco Products and Services Center | Gana Trucking and Excavating | McDonald’s | Cornerstone Endodontics | Russwood Auto Center | Doug Emery | Hampton Inn | LaRue Coffee | Forsyth Insurance Agency, Inc. | Camfil Farr Air Pollution Control | RE/MAX | Progressive Electric | Geist 
Plastics | Northside Winlectric | Perkins Properties, Inc. | Ferguson Chiroprac- tic & Rehab | Binary Net, LLC | United Benefit Services, Inc. | AR Solutions | Husker Ready Mixed Concrete | KPMG LLP | Cappy’s Hotspot Bar & Grill | Prairie Lake Family Medicine | The Still | A & M Contractors, Inc. | Novartis Consumer Health | Lincoln Running Company | First Plymouth Church | Walmart | 
Trafcon, Inc. | Bryant, Katt & Associates, P.C. | Humana | Lincoln Indepen- dent Business Association | Drywall Unlimited | American Family  Insurance | Brodkey’s Jewelers | Star Digital Print | Nebraska.Gov | Nebraska Petroleum Marketers & Convenience Store Association | Michael Tish Jewelers | Outpost12 Studios Inc. | Vacek Family Dentistry | Carol Joy Holling Retreat & 
Conference Center | Care Consultants for the Aging | Thrivent Financial for Lutherans | Hruby Insurance | Peak Physical Therapy | Benefit Professionals, Inc. | TenDot Corporate Travel | Nebraska Bank of Commerce | Oxbow Ani- mal Health | Cable Guyz Communications Inc. | Money Smarts | Union Agency | Mapes Industries, Inc. | Felsburg Holt & Ullevig | Chester Good In-
surance Agency-Farmers Insurance Group/ | Uprise Design LLC | NEBCO Realty Group | Grandmother’s Restaurant | CC Refreshments (Coke) | Farm Credit Services of America | Uribe Financial Services | Schluckebier/Kas- tens/Duff Farm Bureau Financial Services | The Corky Canvas | Silverhawk Investigation | Realtors Association of Lincoln | Community Health Endow-
ment of Lincoln | Ardis Brayman | Nebraska State Education Association | Armored Knights Inc. | Panera Bread | Sam’s Club | bw-3’s Buffalo Wild Wings - South | Association of Business Leaders & Entrepreneurs | The Parpart Corporation | Proven Nutrition | Instant Images | Markay Per- forming Arts Studio | The Gallup Organization | Holiday Inn Express | Lincoln 
Mitsubishi | Consolidated Kitchens & Fireplaces | Aqua Systems | Richard A. Brunmeier DDS PC | Walker Tire Company | Art F/X Screen Printing & Embroidery | Nebraska Farm Bureau | Mueller Robak LLC | DLR Group | GeneSeek | Elucidate, Inc. | Premium Carpet Care | Subway | Terracon, Inc. | Community Development Resources | Nebraska Press 
Association | Matt Talbot Kitchen & Outreach | Super Saver | Seacrest & Kalkowski, PC, LLO | Parkway Lanes | QuickTEQ Computers | Cardinal Management, LLC | Crete True Value/Just Ask Rental | The Hoppe Law Firm | Paul Daniels Interiors, LLC | Weathercraft Company of Lincoln | US Cellular | Concepts AV Integration | Ramada Lim-
ited South | Espresso to you Catering | Cause for Paws | Famous Daves of America, Inc. | O’Hara Lindsay Government Relations | Rels Ti- tle | Mama’s Dream Bakery and Deli LLC | Reimers- Kaufman Concrete Products | Hofeling Enterprises, Inc. 

M e M b e r s

College Career Services Association | State Farm Insurance Companies 



2012

I am very excited about the opportunity to serve as the Chair of the Lincoln 

Chamber of Commerce at such an exciting time for our city.  The commitment 

from business and civic leaders over the past five years has been astounding 

and I’m proud of the Chamber’s role in helping lead efforts for community 

development projects throughout our great city.  Our vision is to take the 

investments made by our community and turn them into quality jobs for 

our area residents, new investment from our business community and new 

entrepreneurial enterprises.  We believe this will be accomplished by focusing 

on retaining and attracting key talent, reducing punitive costs on business and 

alleviating undo regulations.

Tom Henning, 2012 Chair

a Look to the Future...
tom henning, assurity LiFe insurance 

2012 chair

6th pro BUSineSS State  – poLLina corporate reaL estate



Staff Contacts

Chamber of CommerCe
Convention & visitors bureau

partnership for eConomiC development

Wendy Birdsall
President
wbirdsall@lcoc.com

Bruce Bohrer
Executive Vice President & 
General Counsel
bbohrer@lcoc.com

Jeff Maul 
Vice President -  
CVB Executive Director
jmaul@lincoln.org

Jason Smith
Vice President -  
Economic Development
jsmith@lcoc.com

Jenny Larson
Business Development 
Manager
jlarson@lcoc.com

Kristin Holmes
Investor Relationship 
Manager
kholmes@lcoc.com

Kara Hesser
Senior Sales Development 
Manager
khesser@lcoc.com

Kathy Dvorak
Executive Assistant
kdvorak@lcoc.com

Jason Ball
Director of Business 
Development
jball@lcoc.com

Sheana Clark
Sales Development 
Manager
sclark@lincoln.org

Ellie Connot
Sales Development 
Manager
econnot@lincoln.org

Ron Kalkwarf
Director of Finance
rkalkwarf@lcoc.com

Gary Powell
Finance
gpowell@lcoc.com

Tracie Simpson
Services Coordinator
tsimpson@lincoln.org

Judi Yorges
Multi Media Designer & 
Project Manager
jyorges@lcoc.com

Deb Schultz
Administrative Coordinator
dschultz@lcoc.com

Paul Miloni
Director of Membership
pmiloni@lcoc.com

Mindy Meier
Information Services 
Coordinator
mmeier@lincoln.org

Kathy Hale
Executive Assistant
khale@lcoc.com

Jaime Henning
Director of Events & 
Corporate Relations
jaimehenning@lcoc.com

Kate Ellingson
Marketing & Media 
Manager
kellingson@lcoc.com

Derek Feyerherm
Director of Sales & 
Operations 
dfeyerherm@lincoln.org

Kyle Fischer
Public Policy Specialist
kfischer@lcoc.com

Rebecca  
Grossenbacher
Events Coordinator
rgrossenbacher@lcoc.com

Pat Haverty
Director of Business 
Attraction & Retention
phaverty@lcoc.com
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